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NOTES ON OEIENTAL ANTIQUITIES. 



III. A GOD OF AGRICULTURE. 

A god of agriculture has not, as yet, been fully recognized in the 
Babylonian pantheon. That there must have been a deity especially 
in charge of the productions of the field, is hardly to be questioned ; 
though his rank may have been much lower than that of a god of 
war or of learning. The operations of plowing, sowing, irrigating 
and harvesting must have been carried on under the protection of 
some divinity, although the lists of the gods and the enumeration of 




Fig. 28. — BihlioMque NaiioruUe, Paris. 



their attributes found on the inscribed monuments do not give very 
definite information on this subject. 

The two gods whose attributes and functions most relate them to 
agriculture are Raman (Bin) and the older Bel of Nippur. Raman 
is the god not only of the air and of storms, but also of the fertil- 
izing canals. He bears, among other names, those of distributor of 
abundance, chief benefactor, god of fruitfulness. The ancient Bel of 
Babylonian mythology, not Bel Merodach (Marduk) of Babylon, was 
lord of the surface of the earth, and of the affairs of men ; and 
agriculture, as well as other occupations of man, may well have been 
under the care of this active divinity. 

Agricultural occupations are represented on a very few of the 
Babylonian seal-cylinders. The care of sheep and goats seems to be 
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represented, among other things, on two seals published by me in 
this Journal (vol. ii, pp. 46-48). But, comparatively, very few 
scenes of common life are represented on these interesting objects : 
for the most part they have mythological subjects, gods, heroes, and 
worshippers. I do not know of any representation of a god of 
agriculture on any seal hitherto published. 

One seal in the Bibliothfeque Nationale at Paris {Jig. 28) gives the 
operation of plowing. I reproduce it from Lajard's OuUe de M'dh-a 
(pi. XXXIV, No. 15), and it is also given in M6nant's Pierres gravies 
de la Haute-Ade (vol. i, p. 205). I give it for the purpose of com- 
paring the plow, held by the plowman and drawn by two oxen, with 
the plow as found on three other seals in my possession {figs. 29, 30, 
31), which are, fortunately, mythological in their character. 
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Fig. 29. — From the Wolfe expedition. 

Figure 29 represents a large cylinder of serpentine (3.4 by 2.4 
cent.) with the concave outline found only in the oldest of these 
seals. It is in a fine state of preservation, uncommon in seals of 
this soft material. It represents a seated deity, with stalks of wheat 
rising from his shoulders, holding wheat in his right hand. In front 
of him is a worshipper with both hands extended in supplication 
toward the deity. Then follows a second worshipper bearing a plow, 
which is very clearly drawn, showing the construction of the share 
and of the jointed beam. A third personage follows, with stalks of 
wheat in his hand and radiating from his body. All four figures 
have long beards and wear caps, apparently horned. The robe of the 
deity is arranged in the parallel horizontal plaits so often seen, leaving 
the right arm exposed ; while the robes of the worshippers (which 
apparently consist of only a skirt) fall in vertical folds, and are held 
at the waist by a sash whose ends fall behind. 
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With this seal should be compared another in my collection {jig. 
30), of green jasper, somewhat smaller (2.9 by 1.7 centim.) and with 
concave surface, but unfortunately so broken away as to destroy the 
larger part of its three lines of archaic inscription. Here, again, is 
a seated divinity, with wheat coming from his shoulders, and with 
wheat in his right hand. If there were any doubt about the wheat 
in figure 29, the beard at the end of the ears in figure 30 would 
remove it. Before the deity is a stand, or altar, and on it a dish and 
perhaps a bird : then comes a figure holding a plow by the handles. 
He seems to have left his gifts (a bird (?), cakes (?) and a drink- 
offering) on the altar, and to have returned to his plowing, while the 
deity looks on benevolently, holding out the emblem of prosperity. 
Then follow the three lines of inscription, of a very old style, too 
nearly lost by the fracture to be legible. I am not sure that the 




Fig. 30.— From the Wolfe expedition. 



seated deity is not a goddess : the female counterpart of the god on 
figure 29. 

It is not easy to say what deity is represented by this god of the 
wheat^field. It is too much to identify him with either Raman or Bel, 
though it is difficult to say what other god would be suggested. It is 
a matter for question, whether another not uncommon representation 
of a god with waving rays proceeding from the shoulders, which also 
suggest wings, is this same god with the wheat about him. He 
often appears in connection with an attendant opening a door, and is 
sometimes figured with a low mound (mountain?) on each side of 
him. Cf. M6nant, Pierres grao'ees, vol. i, figs. 67, 68, 69, 71, 72. 
George Smith, in his Chcddcean Genesis, makes the untenable sugges- 
tion, that these seals represent the building of the tower of Babel. 

One is reminded, by this god of wheat, of the Hittite representa- 
tion of the god Samdan (?) at Ibrtz (W. M. Ramsay, Arehdol. Zeitung, 
2 
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1885, No. 3, pi. 13). He is represented as bedecked with clustei-s of 
grapes, and holding in his hand a bunch of wheat. 

Another seal in my possession, if it does not belong to this series, 
yet cannot be overlooked in the study of a deity or deities of agricul- 
ture. It is represented in figure 31. The seal is of a rich dark-blue 
lapis lazuli, and is perfect, except for the ordinary spots of iron pyrites 
and a slight flaking of the stone in front of the god. Its size is 2.7 
by 1.5 centimetres. The deity is not the seated god we have figured 
above, but a god whom the cylinders represent a hundred times, robed 
in a loose open garment extending below the knee, and with his right 
leg bai'c and lifted up, the foot resting on a stool, or prominence. He 
is bearded, has the head covered with the horned cap, and holds in 
his left hand a sceptre, or baton, adorned at the end with a figure 
not easy to recognize. In his right hand he carries a plow, holding it 




Fig. 31. — From the Wolfe expedition. 

by the beam. I know of no other instance in which this very familiar 
deity, or any other, in fact, is represented as holding a plow. I 
assume this to be the same deity as usually appears in this attitude, 
as it is natural to believe that each deity would have a conventional 
representation, which would be varied only in minor details.^ His 
dress is always the same, his foot is always raised and often rests on 
an animal, — a bull, a lion, or an ibex, or even a sphinx : he sometimes 
leads a bull by a rope, and sometimes holds in his hand a small long- 
tailed animal. More frequently he holds in his hand what appears to 
be a sharply notched knife, but which may be a club set with flints, 
like a certain ancient Mexican weapon, or possibly a palm-branch. 



' He is seen in Cullimore, Oriental Oylinderg, figs. 29, 44, 45, 49, 52-55, etc. ; Lajard, 
Oulte de Mithra, xxxviii, 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, etc. ; De Clercq, Catalogue raisonne, figs. 152- 
157, 159, 160, 163-175 ; M^nant, Glj/ptique orientale, pi. IV, 3-6 and pp. 163-5, wlxere 
the female form of this deity seems to be figured. 



NOTES ON ORIENTAL ANTIQUITIES. 



265 



Often he holds an object which has been called a thunderbolt, forked 
into two zigzag branches. Sometimes he holds the scimitar-like 
weapon which Bel uses against Tihamat. In front of him is generally 
seen the worshipper bearing a victim, although the worshipper with 
a victim often appears before a seated divinity. On account of the 
" thunderbolt " he has been identified by Lenormant and Sayce with 
Baman (Bin) ; and the plow which he holds, in the seal here figured, 
would be appropriate to Raman. I doubt very much that he can be 
identical with the seated god in the other seals here figured. In front 
of the deity, on the seal we are now considering, are seen three upright 
objects, which appear to be altars, with the crescent above them. A 
worshipper is pouring an oblation upon them, and behind him is a 




Fig. 32. — Collection de Clercq. 



second worshipper, or an attendant. The inscription, which is in two 
lines, Mr. Pinches kindly reads for me, as follows : 
" A-mur(or A-hi)-Shamash, 
sis(ahu)-da-gi." 

The first line gives the owner's name, Amur-Shamash (i. e. " I have 
seen the sun-god "), while the second perhaps gives his occupation, in 
Akkadian. Mr. Pinches would date it about 1800 b. c. 

Since the above was written, I have received the second livraison 
of the Catalogue of De Clercq's magnificent collection of more than 
four hundred Babylonian and other cylinders. Among them is one 
(Chllection de Clercq, No. 140) which belongs to the same type as figs. 
29, 30, representing a god of agriculture, although the plough is not 
given. We reproduce it in figure 32. The deity holds in his right 
hand a stalk of some kind of grain, apparently the seven-rowed 
(Egyptian) wheat, — the same as in the hand of the Hittite god at 
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Ibrlz, — and a stalk of the same grain rises from each shoulder. The 
worshipper before him has two stalks of wheat rising from his head- 
dress, a stalk of wheat from each shoulder, and a branch of some other 
plant (dates ?) from his waist. At his feet, on one side is a bunch of 
three stalks of wheat, and on the other a branch, perhaps of dates. 
The significance of the other two large figures is not apparent; but the 
small figure behind them is probably that of the owner of the seal. 
The name of the owner, as read by Oppert, is Dada, the measurer; 
which may imply that the owner of the seal was engaged in the busi- 
ness of measuring the grain and fruit collected as taxes, or sold. 

"William Hayes Ward. 



